The Modem Treatment of Tuberculosis
The hospital as a separate unit in the scheme is now of less
importance as a means of providing accommodation for acute
cases owing to the development of the sanatorium along hospital
lines. Voluntary hospitals which make special provision for
diseases of the chest, including tuberculosis, which have expert
medical and surgical staff, do, however, fulfil a most important
function. They provide a centre for investigation of the disease
and are specially suitable for the location of surgical units for
radical surgical methods of treatment. The value of the work of
investigation and the special treatment carried cut in hospitals
of this class in London is appreciated far beyond the area which
they more immediately serve.
The hospital treatment of advanced and incurable cases which
is purely palliative and prophylactic in character is referred to
elsewhere.
The character of the institutional accommodation which it is
necessary to provide for children suffering from pulmonary mani/
festations of tuberculosis, depends upon the extent and severity
of the disease. For children with definite evidence of pulmonary
disease, and for those with positive sputum, stomach wash, or
faeces, a term of treatment in a special children's block in the
sanatorium for adults or in a special children's sanatorium is
indicated. Suspected cases of the disease should be admitted
when necessary to an observation unit of the sanatorium for in/
vestigation, although in the majority of such cases, by means of
tuberculin testing and radiological examination, the diagnosis
can be established at the clinic. The open/air school provides
the most satisfactory accommodation for children who do not
require special treatment. Residence in an open-air school is
instrumental in improving nutrition and in building up resistance,
and it enables the growing child to combat more successfully the
strain of puberty and adolescence at a later date.
The open-air school is certified as a school for physical defective
children under Part V of the Education Act, 1921. Morris has
given a comprehensive description of the administrative procedure
in open/air schools which provide accommodation for cases of
quiescent tuberculosis, suspected cases, and children whose home
conditions predispose to the disease. Treatment provides for
periods of rest and instruction under open/air conditions, and
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